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Amarinder Singh’s ouster, and the selection of his baiter Charanjit Singh Channi as Chief Minister 

of Punjab was scripted in Delhi by the Congress high command, which in effect is party MP Rahul Gandhi 

and AICC general secretary in charge of Uttar Pradesh Priyanka Gandhi Vadra. They pushed for the 

change of guard only months ahead of the next Assembly election tenaciously. Punjab is one of only 

three States where the party is in power. The party MLAs had turned against Captain Amarinder, but not 

before the Gandhis made it clear that they wanted him out. Capt. Amarinder, 79, had said of the 2017 

Assembly election that it was the last in his career, and the party should identify his successor ahead of 

the next election which is now due in months. While the Gandhis appear to have taken it too seriously, 

Capt. Amarinder, as those in power often do, went back on his words. Capt. Amarinder says the reason 

for his change of mind — he now says his retirement is not imminent — is the choice by the Gandhis of 

Navjot Singh Sidhu as the party State president, whom he considers as anti-national and mixed up with 

the Pakistani establishment. The incoming Chief Minister, a Dalit Sikh, and the party chief have been 

acting in tandem to unseat Capt. Amarinder. 

It is one thing to push for new leadership in the party and quite another to create a crisis in the 

process. The cost of this change for the Congress will be clear only in the coming days, but it is already 

evident that getting the party back in fighting shape will be an uphill task. Capt. Amarinder is exploring 

political options outside the Congress. While it may not be easy for him to build something new, he 

could queer the pitch for the Congress. His absence itself could be a drag on the feet for the party. 

Though admittedly inaccessible to ordinary workers and even party leaders, his sense of the people’s 

pulse in the communally sensitive border State has been critical for the party. His moderate image, 

secular approach, and nationalist rhetoric fit the Congress well. Mr. Sidhu and Mr. Channi have been 

making provocative appeals to Sikh religious grievances, in their efforts to outsmart the opposition 

Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD) and the outgoing Chief Minister. His propensity for communal appealing, and 

his unstable temperament make Mr. Sidhu a sinister joker in the Congress pack. Should the Congress 

win, he will claim the Chief Minister’s post. With the SAD on the back foot for being part of the Union 

government when it enacted the three farm laws that the State’s farmers are up in arms against, and 

the BJP friendless and faceless, the Congress had appeared poised to retain power. Perhaps such 

advantageous circumstances emboldened the Gandhis to go for the jugular in Punjab. But the SAD might 

have got a lifeline, and the Aam Aadmi Party new hope while the Congress deals with its internal crisis. 

 

 ouster (noun) – removal from office, 

unseating, dismissal, throwing out. 

 baiter (noun) – a person who is deliberately 

annoying/irritating someone; accuser, blamer, 

troublemaker, belittler, harasser, torturer. 

 high command (noun) – commander-in-chief, 

head, leader, boss. 

 in effect (phrase) – really, in reality, in truth, in 

fact. 

 push for (phrasal verb) – demand, insist on, 

ask for, urge. 

 change of guard (phrase) – It used to refer to a 

situation in which there is a (dramatic) change 

in which new people are replacing people 

(existing) in positions of importance. 

 tenaciously (adverb) – resolutely, firmly, 

single-mindedly; persistently, 

uncompromisingly, relentlessly. 

 turn against (phrasal verb) – become hostile 

to, take a dislike to, stand against, oppose, 

rebel. 

 make clear (phrase) – explain, clarify, 

elucidate. 

 successor (noun) – inheritor, next-in-line, 

descendant. 

 due (adjective) – expected, awaited, 

anticipated, scheduled for. 
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 go back on (phrasal verb) – renege on, break 

one’s promise, default on, backtrack on, 

repudiate, retract. 

 go back on one’s word (phrase) – to break 

one’s promise. 

 imminent (adjective) – impending, at hand, 

close, near; about to happen. 

 mix up (with) (phrasal verb) – confuse, 

muddle, get jumbled up, scramble, throw into 

confusion. 

 the establishment (noun) – the powers that 

be, the authorities, the system, the regime. 

 incoming (adjective) – succeeding, new, next, 

soon to take office. 

 cost (noun) – loss, damage, undesirable 

consequences, adverse effects, disadvantage. 

 uphill (adjective) – arduous, difficult, 

hard/tough, taxing, demanding. 

 explore (verb) – look into, examine, evaluate 

(options). 

 queer (verb) – spoil, damage, impair. 

 queer someone’s pitch/queer the pitch 

(phrase) – to spoil something that someone 

had planned to do (in order to achieve 

something). 

 drag one’s feet (phrase) – delay, procrastinate, 

postpone action, put off doing something. 

 admittedly (adverb) – actually, truly/verily, 

indeed. 

 inaccessible (adjective) – unreachable, out of 

reach, beyond reach, out of the way. 

 sense of (noun) – awareness, understanding, 

comprehension.  

 pulse (noun) – the feelings or thoughts of a 

group/society. 

 moderate (adjective) – restrained, controlled, 

temperate, sober.  

 secular (adjective) – non-religious, worldly, 

earthly. 

 nationalist (adjective) – loyalist, flag-waving. 

 rhetoric (noun) – bombast, loftiness, 

hyperbole/extravagant language. 

 fit (verb) – be suitable, be appropriate. 

 provocative (adjective) – annoying, irritating, 

agitational, inflammatory. 

 grievance (noun) – protestation, charge, 

complaint, objection. 

 outsmart (verb) – defeat cleverly; outwit, 

outplay; get the better of. 

 outgoing (adjective) – departing, retiring, 

leaving. 

 propensity (noun) – tendency, inclination, 

predisposition, readiness. 

 temperament (noun) – disposition, nature, 

character, personality, mettle; attitude. 

 sinister (adjective) – disturbing, menacing, 

threatening, alarming. 

 the joker in the pack (phrase) – If someone is 

the joker in the pack, he/she is different from 

the other people in a situation and nobody 

knows how he/she will behave. 

 on the back foot (phrase) – in a defensive 

position, off balance, at a disadvantage. 

 up in arms against (phrase) – If someone is up 

in arms about something, he/she is very angry 

about it and is protesting strongly against it. 

 faceless (adjective) – impersonal, remote; 

characterless, unremarkable. 

 poise (verb) – position oneself, ready oneself, 

prepare oneself, brace oneself, get into 

position, gear oneself up. 

 perhaps (adverb) – maybe, possibly. 

 circumstance (noun) – situation, condition, 

context. 

 embolden (verb) – encourage, motivate; 

strengthen, fortify. 

 go for the jugular (phrase) – be aggressive, be 

unrestrained, be ferocious (when 

attacking/criticizing an opponent). 

 lifeline (noun) – means of escape. 
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India on September 17 administered a record 2.5 crore vaccine shots, which an ebullient Health 

Ministry said was the equivalent of the populations of the whole of Australia, two-thirds of Canada and 

five times that of New Zealand. The only other comparison would be China’s pace of vaccination — 2.47 

crore shots on a single day. Thus, 2.5 crore means 62% Indian adults have now got at least one dose and 

one in five fully inoculated. Friday’s drive was part of a concerted push by BJP-ruled States to boost 

vaccination numbers as a birthday gift to Prime Minister Narendra Modi. But to encourage a behavioural 

nudge when supply is abundant and demand is not commensurate — as in the U.S. — and have a 

marked supply shortage even as vaccine production continues — as in India — are two different things. 

Bharat Biotech was supposed to be supplying 6-7 crore doses a month from July-August and 10 crore 

doses a month from September, according to a Department of Biotechnology statement in April. This 

would mean at least 52 crore doses from July-December, of which 40 crore is to be supplied from 

September-December. Since the vaccination drive began, only nine crore doses of Covaxin have been 

administered as of last week — at least three crore short. Several cabinet Ministers, in summer, had 

boasted that India would inoculate its adult population (about 94 crore) by the year end. This will 

require over 185 crore doses, or close to one crore inoculations a day; India has now crossed the 80 

crore mark. Before the birthday drive, India’s most recent seven-day average was 0.6-0.7 crore. Bihar, 

Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh and Gujarat, which saw among the highest vaccination spikes on September 

17, delivered 6-10 times their previous seven-day average. 

India is once again on a downswing as far as daily coronavirus numbers go, but at close to 

30,000 cases a day is nowhere near the all-time low of nearly 10,000 daily cases in February which 

preceded the catastrophic second wave. The globally most prevalent Delta variant may have already 

washed over large swathes of India, but waning immunity and the emergence of variants capable of 

immune escape are thriving too. With educational institutions set to open in a big way during the winter 

and crores of unvaccinated children vulnerable, the imperative should be to boost daily supplies. India is 

lucky that there is so far no discernible vaccine scepticism and hesitancy and it has only to really bother 

with producing and delivering the jab painlessly. Instead of positioning vaccine drives as opportunities to 

set vacuous records, the Centre must prioritise vaccines to States and districts that are at greatest 

infection risk and follow up with vaccine makers to speed up and make good on their commitments. 

 

 

 administer (verb) – dispense, provide, give, 

apply (a drug/vaccine). 

 shot (noun) – injection, inoculation (of a 

vaccine/drug).  

 ebullient (adjective) – cheerful, joyful, 

exhilarated, euphoric, elated. 

 inoculate (verb) – to inject/introduce a vaccine 

into the body of someone to produce 

immunity to a particular disease; immunize, 

vaccinate. 

 drive (noun) – campaign, movement, effort, 

push. 

 concerted (adjective) – involving a lot of 

people coming together & doing something 

with great effort; strenuous, vigorous, 

energetic, determined, active, intense; 

coordinated, collaborative, collective, 

combined, joint. 

 push (noun) – effort, initiative, drive. 

 nudge (noun) – push, reminder, 

encouragement, prompting. 

 behavioural nudge (noun) – (in public health) 

it refers to efforts put in place to influence 

people’s personal habits and attitudes, to 

prevent disease. 

 abundant (adjective) – plentiful, copious, 

ample. 
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 commensurate (adjective) – equivalent, equal, 

corresponding, comparable, proportionate, 

proportional; consistent with, according to. 

 marked (adjective) – noticeable, pronounced, 

distinct, obvious, palpable. 

 even as (phrase) – at the same time that, 

while, during the time that. 

 mean (verb) – suggest, signify, convey, 

indicate. 

 short (adjective) – in short supply, insufficient, 

deficient, inadequate. 

 boast (verb) – pride oneself on, congratulate 

oneself; exaggerate, overstate, talk big, brag, 

show off. 

 inoculation (noun) – vaccination, injection, 

immunization; jab, shot. 

 downswing (noun) – downturn, decline. 

 as far as (phrase) – to the extent that. 

 as far as something goes (phrase) – with 

regard to, concerning, about. 

 nowhere near (phrase) – off target, inaccurate, 

off course. 

 precede (verb) – come/go before, go in 

advance of, lead up to. 

 catastrophic (adjective) – destructive, ruinous, 

disastrous. 

 prevalent (adjective) – widespread, 

ubiquitous, common, general. 

 variant (noun) – different or form or version or 

mutant of something (virus). 

 wash over (phrasal verb) – occur, happen, take 

place; affect (all around). 

 swathe (noun) – a wide area of something. 

 wane (verb) – decrease, decline, 

diminish/dwindle gradually. 

 immunity (noun) – the body’s defense against 

infections; protection, resistance. 

 immune escape/evasion (noun) – it occurs 

when the immune system of a host, especially 

of a human being, is unable to respond to an 

infectious agent, or in other words that the 

host’s immune system is no longer able to 

recognize and eliminate a pathogen such as a 

virus.  

 thrive (verb) – grow vigorously. 

 set (adjective) – ready, prepared. 

 in a big way (phrase) – to a great extent. 

 vulnerable (adjective) – relating to a weak 

person who is in need of special 

care/support/protection; ill-protected, easily 

affected by, prone to, at risk of. 

 imperative (noun) – necessary condition, 

precondition, essential requirement. 

 so far (phrase) – until now, up to the present, 

up to this point. 

 discernible (adjective) – visible, noticeable, 

recognizable, identifiable. 

 scepticism (noun) – doubt, suspicion/mistrust, 

wariness, lack of conviction. 

 hesitancy (noun) – reluctance, unwillingness, 

disinclination. 

 vaccine hesitancy (noun) – a reluctance or 

refusal to be vaccinated or to have one’s 

children vaccinated; reluctance or refusal to 

vaccinate despite the availability of vaccines. 

 jab (noun) – vaccination, injection, inoculation, 

immunization. 

 vacuous (adjective) – empty-headed, 

unintelligent, without thought, brainless, 

stupid. 

 follow up (phrasal verb) – continue/carry on 

something further. 

 speed up (phrasal verb) – expedite, accelerate, 

step up. 

 make good (phrase) – succeed, do well, get 

ahead. 
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